
BIOWEAR 
 
 
Bio-Wear is a second skin, a second conscience biotechnologically developed that reproduces 
and elaborates body processes considering the skin as an abstract and imaginative element 
without leaving aside its being organic as a moldable material for invention and 
experimentation. While the evolution has taken away our ability to dress naturally, 
biotechnology can offer a chance to reinvent and extend our ability to dress. 

 
 
BIOWEAR, a second skin. 

Skin thought of as dress (clothing) exposes us and protects both at the same time, but it also 

has many more capabilities and extensions because it is also a sensitive organ, that means, is 

alive and sweat, excretes, breathes, metabolizes and even regenerate. 

Thus, the skin has a double function. On one side has de function as a container. It’s a 

boundary line that defines us as unique bodies, with an own texture, firmness, elasticity, odor 

and color. But at the same time, the skin, also displaces us and expands our bodies, acts as a 

guide of the world experience that reveals it and ourselves. The skin is permeable and 

waterproof. Superficial and deep. 

The skin as we know it today was one of the most distinctive evolutionary changes of the 

human being. While our bodies have evolved to a have a skin so different from other species, 

the world also did.  

That is why this second skin, Bio-Wear, functions as a lively and responsive interface able to re-

transform our bodies in a doubly sensitive system to experience sensations and to relate and 

associate them with other internal and external stimuli in the world. 



 

Description 

Bio-Wear is a project of the artist/engineer Joaquín Fargas, who in his production 

integrates the artistic, scientific and technological fields. Through science, he promotes 

concepts and theories in a playful and poetic way, while from the art, teaches the properties of 

nature to become aware of its care. 

This project gathers the work and participation of various institutions, investigators, 

scientists and artists in a unique multidisciplinary event that forms part of the Exhibit 

Vital Inferences. Bioart, the life as a material, as part of the program of artistic 

activities Rites of Passage of the San Martín Theatre. This program aims to promote other 

instances of encounter and interaction with the public generating new cultural spaces. Also 

this program promotes the creation of new artistic rites and ceremonies to fill by different 

ways the thresholds of the Theatre. 

During this unique multidisciplinary event will take place the performance of Bio-Wear, 

where the artist Joaquin Fargas will have an extraction of epithelial cells, which will be 

processed and then incubated to develop a cellular tissue in the Bioart Laboratory of the 

Maimónides University. This meant the beginning of the development of a second skin, a Bio-

Wear.   

Annex to the realization of the performance was a panel discussion involving different 

researchers and theorists. They will bring out different approaches and reflections on bio-art, 

bioethics, the effects of the use of biotechnology and its possibilities and different points of 

view between the intersections of art, science and technology. Among the speakers 

participated the makers of the performance, Dr. Halima Tahan, Dr. Luis Cappozzo and Arch. 

Andrea Saltzman, who also presents a series of video proposals that reflects what is a Bio-

wear, a second skin, developed by students of the career of Design and Textile Indumentary of 

the Architecture, Design and Urbanism Faculty of the Buenos Aires University. 



 


